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TRIBUTE TO LIBERTY

Tribute to Liberty is a Canadian organization whose mission is to establish a memorial to the victims of
totalitarian Communism in Canada’s National Capital Region, and to educate the public about
Communism’s crimes.

Background

As part of the international current of exposing the crimes of Communism and commemorating those who
suffered under Communist regimes, various community leaders, government officials and foreign diplomats in
Canada suggested the building of a monument in the National Capital Region that would recognize these
victims, and the contribution Canada has made in coming to their aid.

Hearts Open Toronto began approaching various organizations about building a memorial in the fall of 2007,
and, along with Sokol Canada, began organizing public meetings in early 2008. In the fall of 2008 the
organization Tribute to Liberty was created, and a Board of Directors was established to provide leadership
and to take on the work necessary to make the project a reality.

Context

Over 8 million Canadians trace their roots—and for many their own lives—to countries that lived or live under
Communism. The memorial will be uniquely Canadian, supported and funded by a diverse group of people
across the country, bound together by a common love of liberty. Canada and Canadians have a role to play in
recognizing and commemorating the victims of totalitarian Communism because Canada is a champion of
democracy and human rights both at home and on the international stage.

Project Description

Tribute to Liberty’s first project is to have a permanent memorial built in Ottawa commemorating the victims
of totalitarian Communism. Getting the memorial built requires: submitting a successful proposal to the
National Capital Commission, the government agency that oversees the use and development of national
capital region land; raising the funds necessary for Tribute to Liberty’s work, which in essence is the building
of the memorial; marketing the project to the general public and supportive individuals and communities; and
conducting a national design competition and coordinating the building of the memorial.

In September 2009 Tribute to Liberty received approval from the National Capital Commission to build the
memorial on national capital region land.

Project Management

Tribute to Liberty is overseen by a Board of Directors whose membership includes individuals who trace their
roots to different ethnic communities that suffered under Communism in their homelands. The Board of
Directors is supported by an Advisory Council with broad involvement from a range of communities, and by a
Board of Patrons who lend their views and support to the cause.

Financing
In October 2009 Tribute to Liberty launched a buy-a-brick fundraising campaign, The Pathway to Liberty, to
raise funds for the memorial. The fundraising goal for the project is $1.5 million.

For more information contact info@tributetoliberty.ca or visit our web site at tributetoliberty.ca.
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TRIBUTE TO LIBERTY

The Crimes of Communism

Violence can only be concealed by a lie, and the lie can only be maintained by violence. Any man who has once
proclaimed violence as his method is inevitably forced to take the lie as his principle.
-Alexander Solzhenitsyn

The Numbers

U.S.S.R. 20 million deaths
China 65 million deaths
Vietnam 1 million deaths
North Korea 2 million deaths
Cambodia 2 million deaths
Eastern Europe 1 million deaths
Latin America 150,000 deaths
Africa 1.7 million deaths
Afghanistan 1.5 million deaths

The total approaches 100 million people killed

The Crimes

The execution of tens of thousands of hostages and prisoners without trial, and the murder of hundreds of
thousands or rebellious workers and peasants from 1918 to 1922

The famine of 1922, which caused the deaths of 5 million people
The extermination and deportation of the Don Cossacks in 1920
The murder of tens of thousands of people in concentration camps from 1918 to 1930
The liquidation of almost 690,000 people in the Great Purge of 1937-38
The deportation of 2 million kulaks in 1930 to 1932

The destruction of 4 million Ukrainians and 2 million others by means of an artificial and systematically perpetuated
famine in 1932-33

The deportation of hundreds of thousands of Poles, Ukrainians, Balts, Moldovans, and Bessarabians from 1939 to
1941, in 1944-45, and again in 1949

The deportation of the Volga Germans in 1941
The wholesale deportation of the Crimean Tatars in 1943
The wholesale deportation of the Chechens in 1944
The wholesale deportation of the Ingush in 1944
The deportation and extermination of the urban population in Cambodia from 1975 to 1978
The slow destruction of the Tibetans by the Chinese since 1950

Crimes committed by the regimes of Mao Zedong, Kim Il Sung, and Pol Pot
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

National Capital Commission Approves Name for Ottawa Monument:
“To Victims of Totalitarian Communism”

TORONTO, September 22, 2009—The National Capital Commission (NCC) approved the title “A
Memorial to Victims of Totalitarian Communism—Canada, a Land of Refuge” for the monument to be
built on national capital region land to the more than 100 million victims of totalitarian communism.

“We would like to thank the NCC for working with us to develop a title for the monument that does
indeed focus on the victims of communism.” says Alide Forstmanis, Tribute to Liberty Board Chair. “We
are happy that this part of the process is how behind us, and we will now be focusing our energies on the
next stages—finding a site and proceeding with the design competition, and fundraising for all of that.”

Charles Coffey, Honorary Chair of the initiative, commented on the process of working out the wording
for the title of the monument: “Probably the board members at the NCC, like so many Canadians, are
simply unaware of the scope and scale of communism. This monument will help to change that.”

Tribute to Liberty will now embark on a fundraising campaign. Details of the campaign will be released
in the next several days.

The National Capital Commission is the government agency that oversees the use and development of
national capital region land. The memorial to the victims of totalitarian communism is a project of Tribute
to Liberty working with founding partner The Open Book Group.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

“Pathway to Liberty” Fundraising Campaign Launched

TORONTO, October 2, 2009—Tribute to Liberty launched the Pathway to Liberty fundraising campaign
to raise funds for the “Memorial to Victims of Totalitarian Communism” to be built in Ottawa. The
campaign launch comes on the heels of receiving approval from the National Capital Commission (NCC)
to build the memorial on national capital region land.

“It is the policy of the NCC not to include donor recognition as part of the commemorative site. However,
Tribute to Liberty wants to recognize its donors. That is why we’ve created a virtual Pathway to Liberty,”
says Tribute to Liberty Board Chair, Alide Forstmanis.

A donation of $100 buys a virtual brick for the pathway that leads to the “Memorial to Victims of
Totalitarian Communism” in Ottawa. Each “brick” is the story of a victim of communism, or a message
or dedication, contributed in the name of the donor or someone the donor wishes to honour. The Pathway
is located on Tribute to Liberty’s web site: www.tributetoliberty.ca.

Tribute to Liberty needs to raise $1.5 million to meet the requirements of the National Capital
Commission’s guidelines for a memorial of significant scope and scale. The memorial will serve to
commemorate the over 100 million victims of communism worldwide, and is scheduled to be unveiled in
the fall of 2011.
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Tribute to Liberty Contribution Form

To contribute* to building the Memorial to Victims of Totalitarian Communism in Ottawa you can:

1. Become a Brick Donor

o Each brick is $100 (you can buy as many as you like!)

0 With each brick purchased you may submit the story of a victim of communism, or a
message or dedication, contributed in the name of the donor or someone the donor wishes
to honour

0 After printing off and filling out the mail-in form, please email your story, message or
dedication to info@tributetoliberty.ca or include on a separate piece of paper with this
form

0 Please include your name, address, and phone # and indicate if we can publish your
submission on the Tribute to Liberty web site (Tribute to Liberty reserves the right to edit
submissions)

2. Make a Simple Donation
o Donations in any amount are welcome

Donors who wish to remain anonymous must indicate this in the space provided.
Donors of $1000 or more will become benefactors of the project, and receive formal recognition for their
contribution.

Mail-in Contribution Form

Name

Address

City Province  Postal Code
Phone ( ) Email

Donation Amount: $1000 $500 $100 Other

| wish to remain anonymous: []
Please make cheque payable to: Tribute to Liberty
Please mail contribution to: Tribute to Liberty

P.O. Box 84558, 2336 Bloor Street West
Toronto, Ontario M6S 4Z7

*Tribute to Liberty is in the process of applying for charitable status; currently we cannot issueetptsrior donation.
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Memorial to Victims of Totalitarian Communism - Canada, a Land of Refuge

Official Support

Albanian Canadian League
Belarusian Canadian Alliance
Canadian Hungarian Heritage Association
Canadian Polish Congress
Council for Human Rights In North Korea
Cuban Canadian Foundation
Estonian Central Council in Canada
Falun Dafa Human Rights Association (Toronto)
Latvian National Federation in Canada
League of Ukrainian Canadians
League of Ukrainian Canadian Women
Masaryk Memorial Institute
Pagini Romanesti
Ukrainian Canadian Congress
Vietnamese Canadian Federation

Vietnamese Human Rights Association (ON)

The Right Honourable Stephen Harper, P.C., M.P., Prime Minister of Canada

The Honourable Lawrence Cannon, P.C., M.P., Minister of Foreign Affairs

The Honourable Peter Van Loan, P.C., M.P., Minister of International Trade

The Honourable Jason Kenney, P.C., M.P., Minster of Citizenship, Immigration, and Multiculturalism
The Honourable Peter Kent, P.C., M.P., Minister of State Foreign Affairs (Americas)
The Honourable Irwin Cotler, P.C., O.C., M.P.
The Honourable Marlene Jennings, P.C., M.P.
The Honourable Raynell Andreychuk, Senator
The Honourable Bob Rae, M.P., Liberal Foreign Affairs Critic
Alex Atamanenko, M.P.
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Should project be dead due to Reds?
Ottawa memorial risks offending communists

Kevin Libin, National Post

A memorial to firefighters fallen in the line of duty proved, thankfully, not too controversial to win
approval from the National Capita | Commission, though the monument -- to be built by 2012 on
Wellington Street -- could, arguably, portray infernos in a negative light.

A sculpture honouring Maurice Richard was given a home in Jacques Cartier Park, though supporters of
Clarence Campbell'sdecision to suspend the Rocket from the 1955 playoffs might be miffed by it.

Plans for a monument on Parliament Hill to honour the estimated 100 million or so innocent men,

women and children killed at the hands of Communist regimes around the world, on t he other hand, have
hit a snag, with the NCC worried that a "Memorial to the Victims of Totalitarian Communism" risks giving
offence to communists.

At a public meeting last week in Ottawa, members of the NCC's board approved the plans for a monument
"in principle," allowing that the submitted application for the memorial "largely meets" the commission's
criteria for a public exhibit on capital land. But several members expressed concern the name was too
provocative, and should be revised to eliminate any mention of communism.

"l was unsettled by this name, and other members of the committee agreed with me," Helene Grand
Maitre, one commission member, said at the public approval hearing. "We should make sure that we are
politically correct in this designation .... | feel this name should be changed."

Board member Adel Ayad noted that people who identify as communists might "not like" the memorial.
"It's not communism itself that we should be fighting here. It is rather totalitarianism we are against in
any form."

One commissioner questioned whether Canadians could even legitimately point fingers at the brutality of
Stalin or Pol Pot, given that our own federal government had put Japanese-Canadians in internment
camps during the Second World War.

Perhaps, suggesed another, the best route would be to be avoid specifics, strike "communism” from the
proposed name altogether, and dedicate the memorial to "victims of oppressive regimes," so as not to
single any particular ideologies out.

But then, that would make it an entirely different monument than what its backers -- largely emigres who
came here fleeing communist persecution -- intend, says Carolyn Foster, the project ccordinator for the
group, Tribute to Liberty, that is organizing the initiative.

"It's the vict ims of communism that the memorial commemorates," she says. "Without the word
‘communism,' the memorial will cease to have its intended meaning." Similar monuments, in Europe and
in Washington, D. C., explicitly identify communism as the culprit in the mil lions of deaths they
memorialize. She says her group is unclear on whether the monument can proceed, in light of the NCC's
concerns, but remains adamant that “the word ‘communism' has to be in the name."



Already the group has had to make compromises. Earler this year, it altered the proposed name, from a
memorial to the "victims of communism," to one for the "victims of totalitarian communism." Though
you'd look awfully hard to find any another kind, the NCC suggested that incriminating communism as a
general ideology might be "unduly critical" of Canadians who still carry a torch for Karl Marx.

In a press release, Charlie Coffey, honourary chairman of the memorial initiative, said specificity was
critical to the monument's purpose: teaching Canadians about the historic crimes wrought by
communism's adherents. "We often lose sight of the need to

address patrticular historic incidents because in doing so we might not address others," he said. "This is a
mistake. The experience of people under oppressive commuriist regimes is of global import and has had
profound implications for many, many Canadians. This needs to be highlighted."

The memorial has more support than just the $1.5-million organizers expect to raise from various
communities and the private sector. Jason Kenney, the Minister of Citizenship, Immigration and
Multiculturalism, is an enthusiastic backer.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper last year said he would "strongly support" plans for the monument.
Alykhan Velshi, a spokesman for Mr. Kenney's office, sad that just because a fringe group may cling to
communism, despite its consistent record of oppression and murder in nations around the world, is no
reason to dilute the memorial's meaning.

"It's ridiculous to try and write the crimes of communism out of history," he says. "If Canada had a Nazi
party, does that mean it would be verboten to criticize Nazis?"

© 2009 The National Post Company.
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CALGARY HERALD

Don't spare the feelings of communists

Calgary Herald
September 21, 2009

The ignorant beliefs of the few are utterly insignificant before the misery of the many who suffered in their crushing
grip, as the National Capital Commission (NCC) should realize.

The Crown corporation, which oversees federal land and buildings around Ottawa, is holding up plans for a
Memorial to the Victims of Totalitarian Communism out of concern that it might offend present-day Canadian
communists. Evidently, this is one group of bureaucrats in urgent need of a history lesson.

Tribute to Liberty, the group behind the memorial, has already added "totalitarian” to the intended wording to
appease federal naysayers, but is now facing further difficulties over what NCC members allege is a "provocative"
reference to communism. The NCC wants to excise any reference to a specific ideology from the memorial and
dedicate it to the victims of totalitarianism in general, watering the project down into bland nothingness. One
commission member, who appears never to have cracked a history book to inspect the contents, even suggested
Canadians are out of line for criticizing communist regimes because of the officially sanctioned internment of
Japanese-Canadians during the Second World War. The NCC could not be more wrong.

Communism was the major ideological blight of the 20th century, a repressive, unfeeling and savage system which,
through its brutal objectification of the human condition, caused more than 100 million deaths in the space of a few
short decades. The list of Communism's crimes includes some of the worst tragedies in history.

Almost two million Cambodians were tortured and murdered (some simply for wearing glasses) during the 1975-
1979 reign of the Khmer Rouge (the Red Khmers) as Pol Pot and his cadres attempted to restart Cambodian society
on communist principles.

Millions of Chinese died from famine during the 1958-1961 Great Leap Forward, a bungled attempt at Communist
agricultural and industrial reorganization instigated by Mao Zedong. Many other millions were murdered for simply
holding differing views from communism. In total, Mao Zedong killed 70 million of his countrymen, during
peacetime.

Possibly the worst communist criminal of them all, Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin, left a butcher's bill that runs into
the tens of millions. His relentless paranoia fuelled repeat purges, mass starvation, ferocious internal security and
gulags, which destroyed generations and fed off the minds and bodies even of those tasked with keeping the
slaughterhouse running. But, today, the 20th century's most ruthless criminal is lionized in Russia as a man who got
things done, while his chief henchmen are commemorated on stamps and statues. There is even a brand of Russian
cigarettes, Belomorkanal, named after a prison camp where 100,000 died.

That the NCC should wish to take part in the sin of forgetting by catering to the tender feelings of Communists
today is unthinkably disgusting. The memorial should go forward, minus the adjective "totalitarian." As any number
of victims could tell the NCC, there is no other kind of Communism.

© Copyright The Calgary Herald
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Call communist atrocities what they are

By Oksana Bashuk Hepburn, Citizen Special

September 22, 2009

According to recent news reports ("NCC approves monument against oppression,” Sept. 11) some board members of
the National Capital Commission prefer political correctness to the clear identification of a harsh historic truth: mass
murder by communist regimes. This extremely misguided politeness condones heinous crimes against humanity.
Silence, in the face of the violations of human rights, let alone astronomical ones, undermines our Canadian values:
the right to life and freedom of expression, to name but two.

The story? Called upon to approve a proposed monument to some 100 million victims obliterated by communist
governments, some board members were squeamish about the use of "communist" as the culprit ideology of the
most bloodthirsty governments in the history of civilization.

The NCC has a decision to make: it can allow the memorial to use "communist"” as the perpetrator of crimes against
humanity -- greater than those of Nazi Germany. Or, it can omit the link of communism with brutality and, thus,
grant absolution for its crimes and bestow the respectability it craves.

The global community, Canada included, did not extend such perverse "courtesy" to the Nazis. It must not accord it
to communist regimes.

Stating the identity of the culprits serves to remind of "man'’s inhumanity to man" and of the promise that such evil
must never be repeated. Avoiding the truth encourages despots of any stripe to violate the life and liberties of their
people.

If some NCC board members have their way and the monument's raison d'étre -- to commemorate victims of
communist atrocities -- is dropped, Canada will find itself in the company of dictatorial regimes which punish those
who dare to stand up against human rights violations. More, Canada will be lending support to the former KGB
officer, now Russia's Prime Minister Vladimir Putin, who, rather than apologize and distance his government from
his country's murderous past and move towards a state committed to the well being of its citizens, is proposing
oppressive legislation. Designed to whitewash political crimes, it calls for harsh measures against those exposing
Russia's unsavoury history. If it becomes law, and it probably will, government opposition in Russia will be severely
hobbled. It will be open season on critics of Russia's communist past.

Whitewashing history has been a longstanding communist preoccupation: eliminate opposition, then eliminate
evidence by enforcing silence. We already know what happened to journalist Anna Politkovskaya for exposing
Russia's atrocities in Chechnya. She got an execution-style bullet to the back of her head. At least 16 other
journalists have been killed in Russia since 2000.

And more whitewashing: The September issue of GQ features an article dealing with the 10th anniversary of the
Moscow apartment bombings which killed hundreds. Official Russia blamed the Chechens, but independent
investigators found there may have been government involvement. Over the years they have turned silent, even dead.

But the story is not running in the Russian edition or on GQ's website; apparently no foreign editions at all. Are the
values of a liberal press taking a back seat to Putin's sensitivities?

Putin will be pleased with the NCC should it decide to be sensitive to communism rather than its victims and
disallow the mention of the ideology by name. In so doing the NCC will have Canadians forget the famine-terror
Moscow perpetrated to raise capital for communism's "glorious future"; the Khmer Rouge killing fields and the
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Hungarian and Czech revolutions; the Siberian concentration camps. And in so doing it would allow communist
regimes to continue abuses from Tiananmen Square to Cuba to Chechnya.

NCC board members need reminding that the free world's silence about the 10 million starved in Ukraine in 1933 by
the communists allowed another dictator to follow suit and gas some six million not 10 years later. Uncensured and
unpunished evil perpetrates evil, and justice dies.

Canada must not be party to such perversions at the NCC or elsewhere. Whitewashing serves no one but evil doers.
Regardless of their heinous history, nations need to go forward. This requires confronting past sins. Germany and
South Africa have done so. Now it's time for communist states or their successors, in particular the Kremlin with its
bloody Soviet past, to do likewise. Canadian human rights values -- life, freedom of speech, good government --

stand above misguided sensitivity towards evil. Identifying the perpetrator on a monument dedicated to the victims
of communism in the capital of a global human rights leader like Canada is the right thing to do.

Oksana Bashuk Hepburn writes about Canada Ukraine issues. She is a former senior policy adviser with the
government of Canada.

© Copyright The Ottawa Citizen
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Canadian memorial to millions killed by Marxist regimes
approved

NATIONA

Thursday, September 24, 2009

National Post

Canadian communists might not like it, but the nation's capital has decided to permit an official
monument dedicated to the estimated 100 million people or more killed worldwide at the hands of
Marxist regimes. The National Capital Commission (NCC) has approved the name "A Memorial to
Victims of Totalitarian Communism,” provided the name also adds a mention of Canada's role as a haven
for those fleeing Communist brutalities. The name had already been changed once, at the NCC's
suggestion, from a memorial to "Victims of Communism" to one for "Victims of Totalitarian
Communism." But NCC board members last week questioned whether "communism" should be
mentioned at all, since, they said, Canadian communists might be offended. On Tuesday, the NCC
approved the "Victims of Totalitarian Communism™ moniker, provided it includes the subtitle: "Canada, a
Land of Refuge." Organizers agreed.

© 2009 The National Post Company.
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Political correctness runs amok in Ottawa

By PETER WORTHINGTON

25th September 2009

Perhaps this column should be titled "How quick they forget" -- presuming "they" ever knew.

Believe it or not, in debating the establishment of a $1.5-million "Memorial to the Victims of Communism,"
the board and members of Ottawa's National Capital Commission (NCC) were split over whether this title
was unfair to Canadians who might be communists.

So they compromised on "Memorial to the Victims of Totalitarian Communism."

This was still too much for the board -- too narrow a definition, they felt, and still might offend Canadian
communists. Back to the drawing board.

The NCC's roots go back to 1899, and its focus is to beautify and enhance Ottawa as a nice place to live.
Their driving concern today is not to offend anyone and to be politically correct.

As a consequence, in this they are offending history, common sense and the victims they seek to honour.
What gives with these people? True, not all totalitarians are communists, but one can make a fair case
that all communists are incipient totalitarians.

Nazism is totalitarian. So was Italian fascism. But both of these malignancies were destroyed as viable
forces in the Second World War.

Hitler's Nazi ideology evolved from Lenin's and Stalin's communism -- only with racial hatred replacing
economic hatred.

MAQO'S VICTIMS

Stalin's communism claimed more innocent victims than Hitler's totalitarianism. And Mao Zedong's
communism claimed more victims than even Stalin managed.

As for Canadian communists, while the Soviet empire survived, they faithfully echoed whatever anti-west
theme Moscow developed. When Khrushchev denounced the perversions of Stalin, most Canadian
communists (that the NCC is so fretful about not offending today) switched immediately and
acknowledged Stalin's "mistakes" and continued supporting Soviet repression and the Kremlin's perfidy.

When Moscow disagreed with Ottawa -- Canadian communists backed Moscow.

Even after Mao Zedong was exposed as a homicidal tyrant who was screwing up his country, Pierre
Trudeau, before he became an MP, extolled Mao's virtues and ruminated about the pain and wisdom in
his eyes from the misery he'd seen.

The only professional Soviet spy ever sent to prison in Canada for subverting our democracy was an
elected Member of Parliament, Fred Rose, later banished to Poland.
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So why is the NCC uneasy about sponsoring a memorial to the 100-million-plus victims of communism--
not just "totalitarian" communism, but communism itself?

POL POT'S CAMBODIA

In the lifetime of most of us, we saw what communism did to Cambodia, where its proponent, Pol Pot,
killed close to 2 million people -- maybe 40% of the existing population. These were people whose crime
was being literate, wearing spectacles, knowing another language, working for foreigners, not being
communists.

One NCC member had the effrontery to suggest the NCC should not condemn totalitarian communism
when the Canadian government, in the Second World War, had sent Japanese-Canadians to internment
camps. As if drawing a parallel with the Gulag.

What the NCC seems to be overlooking in continuing contortions to describe its proposed memorial (to be
opened in 2011) is that Canada today is increasingly comprised of people who've come here to escape
communism. Not to escape "just" totalitarian communism, but communism per se, which by its nature is
dictatorial, oppressive, malignant, and an enemy of free choice.

| draw a distinction between "communism" and "Marxism" which is less restrictive. But neither has much
to recommend it. As for the NCC: For shame.
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